
June 1, 2020

Hello all,

The events of the last week have been hard to watch; racial profiling, the use of excessive force and the 
volatile response resulting in too much death and destruction. I cannot put into words the sadness I share 
with so many of you. I can say this: as Minneapolis Mayor Jacob Frey said, being black in America should 
not be a death sentence.

As a straight white man, I know that my path through this world is different. I do not fear be gunned down 
like Ahmaud Arbery while jogging. I would not be shot in my home like Breonna Taylor. I would not be 
choked to death by police like George Floyd. I would not have the police called on me while bird watching 
like Christian Cooper.

Exceed Enterprises was born over 50 years ago in Oregon City. We have been an organization with very few 
people of color and very few people who can understand the challenges faced by our sisters and brothers. 
This is an area where we want to and will do better when it comes to supporting staff and clients.

Our mission is, “Supporting individuals with diverse abilities … their vision is our mission.” Fundamental 
to our organization is a belief that we support all people in achieving their vision for their lives. 
Our values statement bears the headline “We exist to serve with compassion.” Many of the events since the 
killing of George Floyd do not embrace either service or compassion. 

Our work at Exceed Enterprises is about helping others to be successful. While our focus is people with 
diverse abilities, I ask that each of us keep these statements at the forefront of how we interact with 
everyone. We work alongside those willing to partner with us, no matter their background or walk of life, 
and that will always be true.

It is a good time to listen to those who have been unheard, be willing advocates and supporters in ways we 
are asked to support and demand better of ourselves and our leaders.
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Exceed Enterprises | CEO


